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Julie R. Swaney, M.Div. 

142 N. Marion St. 

Denver, CO 80218 

303-333-0352 

303-981-0157 (mobile) 

rjswaney@comcast.net 

 

 

Present Position:  Director, Spiritual Care Services  2009-current 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

    12401 E. 17th Ave. 

    Aurora, Colorado 80048    

 

    Co-chair, Ethics Committee   2012-current 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

    Aurora, Colorado 80048     

     

    Faculty, Palliative Care   2017-2023 

    Masters of Science in Palliative Care 

    University of Colorado 

    13001 E. 17th Pl. 

    Aurora, Colorado 80045   

  

    Assistant Clinical Professor,    1992-current 

Department of Medicine 

    University of Colorado School of Medicine 

    13001 E. 17th Pl. 

    Aurora, Colorado  80045    

 

    Clinical Faculty, Department of Psychiatry 1991-current 

    University of Colorado School of Medicine 

    13001 E. 17th Pl. 

    Aurora, Colorado  80045  

 

Previous Position:  Coordinator, Department of Pastoral Care 1986-2005 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

    4200 E. Ninth Avenue – Box A032 

    Denver, Colorado  80262    

 



    Regional Chair    2012-2014 

    South Central Region 

    Association for Clinical Pastoral Education 

    1 West Court Square 

    Decatur, GA 30030     

     

Grants:    Recipient, GWish Curricular Award  2006-2010 

                                                Spirituality and Medicine Curriculum Development 

                                                University of Arizona College of Medicine 

                                                Tucson, AZ 85724  

 

    Recipient, GWish Curricular Award  2006-2009 

    Spirituality and Medicine Curriculum Development 

Department of Family and Community Medicine 

University of Arizona College of Medicine 

Tucson, AZ 85724  

 

Recipient, GWish Curricular Award  2005-2009 

    Spirituality and Medicine Curriculum Development 

    CU School of Medicine 

    Denver, CO  80262   

 

Templeton Foundation   2001-2003 

    Spirituality and Medicine 

    Department of Family Medicine 

    CU School of Medicine    

 

Certification:   Certified Educator    1989-current 

    The Association for Clinical Pastoral Education 

    120 W. Trinity Place 

    Decatur, GA 30030  

              

Professional Affiliation: Presbytery of Denver    1983-current 

    Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.   

    4800 Happy Canyon Rd. #140 

    Denver, CO 80237 

 

    Association for Clinical Pastoral Education 1989-current 

    120 W. Trinity Place 

    Decatur, GA 30030     

 

 

Academic:   MDiv., Yale Divinity School     1983 

    B.A., Duke University               1979 

 

 



Clinical Education:  Student, Advanced Psychotherapy Seminar III      

    Denver Psychoanalytic Society and Institute 

    Denver, Colorado                      1990-1991 

     

Student, Advanced Psychotherapy Seminar II  

    Denver Psychoanalytic Society and Institute 

    Denver, Colorado                       1989-1990 

 

    Student, Advanced Psychotherapy Seminar I   

    Denver Psychoanalytic Society and Institute 

    Denver, Colorado                       1988-89 

     

Resident, Clinical Pastoral Education  1983-1986 

    Dept. of Pastoral Care and Education 

    Presbyterian/St. Luke's Medical Center 

    1719 E. 19th Avenue 

    Denver, Colorado  80218          

 

    Student Chaplain, Oncology   1981-1982 

    Yale-New Haven Hospital 

    20 York St. 

    New Haven, Connecticut  06510   

 

Parish Experience:  Parish Associate    1987-1995 

    Wellshire Presbyterian Church 

    2999 S. Colorado Blvd. 

    Denver, Colorado  80222           

 

    Student Minister    1981-1983 

    First Presbyterian Church 

    178 Oenoke Ridge 

    New Canaan, Connecticut 06840        

 

Ordained by Presbytery of Detroit, Ferndale, Michigan.                 July 24, 1983 

Transferred to Presbytery of Denver, Denver, Colorado.               August, 1983 

 

Other Professional 

Involvements:   Co-Chair, Search Committee   2022-2023 

    Director for Clinical Ethics 

Center for Bioethics and Humanities 

University of Colorado 

 

Admissions Committee Member  2017-current 

Palliative Care Fellowship program  

CU School of Medicine 

 



Faculty     2020-2021 

CSU Shiley Institute for Palliative Care 

and Chaplaincy Innovation Lab 

Brandeis University 

Waltham MA 02453 

 

Faculty     2017-2022 

Master of Science in Palliative Care 

    University of Colorado 

 

    Advisory Board    2022-current 

    CAFÉ – Advance Care Planning 

    Colorado Council of Churches 

 

    Lead      2021-current 

    Improving Care of Patients with IDD 

    UCHealth 

 

    Participant     2020-2023 

    Ethics Across the System 

    UCHealth 

 

    Participant     2017-2023 

    UCHealth Annual Ethics Retreat 

     

Advisory Board    2017-2021  

HEP Thread 

CU School of Medicine 

 

Lead      2013-current 

Resilience and Emotional Support Team 

UCHealth 

 

Planning Committee    2012-current 

Ethics Grand Rounds 

UCH and Center for Bioethics and Humanities 

 

Co-Chair, Ethics Committee   2009-2023 

University of Colorado Hospital 

 

Participant     2009-2023 

UCH Ethics Consult Service 

 

Governing Council    2000 

    Presbytery of Denver 

    Denver, CO 



    Member, Ethics Committee   1989-2003 

    Co-Chair, Ethics Committee        2003-2005 

    University of Colorado Hospital    

    

    Chair, Advance Directive subcommittee  1998-2000 

    UCH Ethics Committee 

 

    Chair      1999-2003  

Organ Transplants for Prisoners subcommittee  

UCH Ethics Committee 

         

    National Chair     1998-2000 

Professional Ethics Commission 

    Association for Clinical Pastoral Education 

 

    Participant     1995-1998  

Colorado Multiple Institutional Review Board   

    University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 

    Denver, Colorado  80262    

 

            Member, Board of Governors   1990-1994 

    Qualife Wellness Community 

    Denver, Colorado                         

 

Awards:   Veritas Award     2001 

    Center for Bioethics and Humanities 

    CU School of Medicine 

     

    New Course Award of Excellence  2000 

    The Nature of Illness – 4th year elective 

    CU School of Medicine 

     

Classes Taught:  Guest Lecturer     2009-2023 

Human Anatomy 

CU School of Medicine 

 

Founder and Participant   2009-current 

Human Anatomy Annual Memorial Service 

CU School of Medicine 

 

Guest Lecturer     2022-2023 

AHEC Human Anatomy 

CU School of Medicine 

 

 

 



Guest Lecturer     2012-2022 

Ethics and Catastrophic Brain Injury   

CU School of Medicine 

 

Facilitator     2012-current 

End of Life Ethics 

CU School of Medicine 

 

Guest Lecturer     2005-current 

Spirituality and Medicine 

CU School of Medicine 

 

Guest Lecturer     2022-2023 

Staff Support and Debriefs 

CU School of Medicine 

 

Guest Faculty     2017-current 

UCHA Palliative Care Fellowship program 

CU School of Medicine 

Five didactics/year 

 

Guest Lecturer     2016-current 

Clinical Ethics 

Clinical Nurse Specialists 

CU College of Nursing 

 

Guest Lecturer     2015-current 

End of Life and Ethics 

Physical Therapy 

CU School of Physical Therapy 

 

 

Workshop Presenter    2019 

Spiritual Distress in the Experience of Serious Illness 

    National Symposium for Academic Palliative Care  

    Education and Research 

    San Diego, CA    

      

Faculty     2017-2022 

Master of Science in Palliative Care 

    University of Colorado 

    Numerous classes 

     

Ethics      2005-2016 

    CU School of Medicine 

    Center for Bioethics and Humanities 



     

        

Life Cycle     2006-2010 

    University of Arizona College of Medicine 

    Tucson, AZ 

    Numerous classes   

 

Instructor     2006-2009 

Dept. of Family and Community Medicine 

    Residency Program 

    University of Arizona College of Medicine 

    Tucson, AZ 

    Numerous classes            

 

      Spirituality and Medicine   2000-2005 

    CU School of Medicine    

 

Spirituality and Physical Therapy  2000-2022 

    CU School of Physical Therapy   

 

    Grief, Loss and Mourning   2000-2022 

    CU School of Physical Therapy   

 

The Nature of Illness*    1997-2000 

    4th Year Elective 

    CU School of Medicine      

    *won CU Award of Excellence 

 

    Spirituality and Psychotherapy  1994-1998 

    Dept. of  Psychiatry 

    CU School of Medicine                

 

    Faith Development    1995-2005 

    Dept. of Psychiatry 

    CU School of Medicine                

 

    Religion and Psychiatry   1995-1999 

    Dept. of Psychiatry 

    CU School of Medicine                

 

    Palliative Care     1995-2004 

    CU School of Medicine                 

 

    Religion and Spirituality in Illness  1993-1997 

    CU College of Nursing                    

 



    Religion and Medicine   1994-1999 

    CU School of Medicine                 

 

    Medical Ethics 

    CU School of Medicine                   1995-2002 

 

 

 

Major Addresses:  I See Dead People: Phantasms and Phenomena 

     At the End of Life 

    Palliative Care Grand Rounds 

    CU School of Medicine   2020 

 

    Spiritual Distress    2020 

    CSU Shiley Institute for Palliative Care 

    San Diego, CA   

          

Both Sides Now    2019 

    Arts in Medicine 

    CU School of Medicine 

     

    Should We Honor DNR Tattoos?  2019 

    Ethics Grand Rounds 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

     

    Moral Courage    2019 

    UCHealth Ethics Retreat 

     

Miracles: Clinical Conundrums  2018     

 UCH Ethics Grand Rounds 

     

 

Spirituality and Religion in End of Life 2016 

    End of Life Nursing Education Consortium (ELNEC) 

    University Of Colorado Hospital 

     

    The Struggle for Hope Near the End of Life  2016 

    Colorado Center for Hospice and Palliative Care 

    Colorado Springs, CO 

     

    Hope at the End of Life   2011 

    Ethics Grand Rounds 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

         

 

 



The Nature of Suffering   2011 

    Psychosocial Oncology Rounds 

    Rocky Mountain Cancer Center 

     

End-of Life Choices: Ethical Dimensions 2010 

    VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System 

    Denver, CO 

     

Intimate Strangers: Addressing Spirituality in 

    Nursing Care 

    Interdisciplinary Grand Rounds 

    University of Colorado Hospital  2009 

     

    Spirituality and Palliative Care  2009 

    Palliative Care Service Didactic 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

     

Ethical Concerns in the Cancer Setting 2009 

    Rocky Mountain Cancer Center 

    Psychosocial Rounds Teleconference 

    Denver, CO 

 

Faith and the Conviction of Things Not Seen 

    Evidence and Its Ghosts Colloquium 

Center for Humanities and the Arts 

University of Colorado 

Boulder, Colorado          2005 

 

Addressing Patient Emotional and Spiritual Needs 

    Podium Presentation 

    Rocky Mountain Nursing Research Conference 

    Denver, Colorado      2004 

 

    What Do We Owe Families?   2004 

    Ethics Grand Rounds 

    University of Colorado Hospital 

 

    Difficulties in Decision Making  2004 

    Ethics Grand Rounds 

    University of Colorado Hospital     

 

Truth and Consequences   2003 

    Ethics of Truthtelling 

    Ethics Grand Rounds 

    University of Colorado Hospital   

 



What Makes Us Human?   2003 

    Committee on Religion and Science 

University of Colorado 

    Boulder, Colorado                     

 

    Prayer and Medicine    2003 

    Augustana Lutheran Church 

5000 E. Alameda Ave. 

    Denver, Colorado                     

 

End of Life Issues    1999 

    The Gerontological Society of America 

    National Conference 

    San Francisco, CA    

 

    Ethics in Neonatal Intensive Care  1999 

    Society of Perinatal Nurses 

    Annual Conference 

    Vail, CO    

 

    Advance Directives    1999 

    Bone Marrow Transplant Conference  

    UCH Cancer Center 

    Denver, CO  

 

    End of Life Issues    1998 

    Association of Patient Representatives 

    Estes Park, CO   

        

Ethics and Economics    1998         

    Dept. of Medicine Grand Rounds 

    CU School of Medicine          

 

    Futility      1997 

    Dept. of Medicine Grand Rounds 

    CU School of Medicine                   

 

    Suffering     1996 

    Dept. of Medicine Grand Rounds 

    CU School of Medicine                   

         

Friends:  The Crucible of Faith  1996 

    Retreat Leader 

    Wellshire Presbyterian Church         

 

     



Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide 1995 

    Dept. of  Medicine Grand Rounds 

    CU School of Medicine                  

 

    Empathy and Supervision   1995 

    Association for Clinical Pastoral Education 

    Regional Conference 

    Colorado Springs, CO                     

 

    Prayer and Medicine    1995 

    Retreat Speaker 

    Augustana Lutheran Church         

 

    Healing and Prayer    1995 

    Augustana Lutheran Church              

 

    Ethics and Faith    1995 

    Ethics Conference 

    Augustana Lutheran Church              

 

    Religious Views and Ethics   1995 

    Boulder County Hospice 

    Boulder, Colorado                            

 

    Religious Views and Ethics   1995 

    Boulder Community Clergy 

    Boulder, Colorado                            

 

    Religion and Psychiatry   1995 

    CU School of Medicine Colloquium 

    Denver, Colorado    

                           

    Commencement Speaker   1995 

    CU College of Nursing 

    Denver, CO                       

 

    Spirituality and Pain Management  1994 

    Rocky Mountain Oncology Conference 

    Denver, Colorado                               

 

     

 

 

 

 

 



Publications: “Ethics, Values, and Palliative Care in Neonatal Intensive 

Care” in Handbook of Neonatal Intensive Care, Gardner 

and Carter, eds., C.V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 2024 (current, 

revised edition). 

 

 “Palliative Care and Spirituality” in Hospice and Palliative 

Medicine, Seton and Lamkin, eds., Elsevier, Vol. 5 No. 3, 

2020. 

 

"Ethics in Neonatal Intensive Care" in Handbook of 

    Neonatal Intensive Care, Merenstein and Gardner, eds.,  

    C.V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 2016 (revised 2019). 

 

"Religion and Spirituality in Cancer" in Oncology Nursing  

    Secrets, Gates and Fink, eds., C.V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 

    2008. 

 

     

 


